
Minute Extract 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 10th January 2018 

Voluntary, Community and Faith Sector Commissioning Informal Task Group 

Final Report 

The Chairman welcomed Yak Patel, CVS, Helen Greatorex, North Lancashire Citizen’s Advice 
Bureau, Alison Read, Age UK, Sue Spencer, Samaritans, Karen Morris and Joan Ford, 
Community Foundation for Lancashire and Merseyside to the meeting. 
 
Members were given an overview of the work of the agencies present at the meeting who 
currently received funding from the City Council. 
 
The Chairman then welcomed Councillor Oscar Thynne, Chairman of the Voluntary, 
Community and Faith Sector Voluntary Commissioning Informal Task Group, Chief Officer 
(Health and Housing) and the Organisational Development Manager to the meeting. 
 
An updated financial implications table for the report and a copy of the Informal Task Group’s 
scoping document were circulated at the meeting.   
 
Councillor Thynne presented the findings and recommendations of the Informal Task Group. 
 
Concern was expressed over the work the Task Group had undertaken and its findings as 
they did not concur with the Terms of Reference of the Task Group that had been agreed by 
the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  It was felt the Task Group had not gathered evidence 
from stakeholders or service providers to make recommendations to review the 
commissioning framework.   
 
Members discussed how to move forward with this piece of work.  In terms of timescales, it 
was noted that additional time would be required to consider more evidence based options for 
the future.   
 
It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Caroline Jackson and unanimously 
agreed: - 
 
Resolved: - 
 
(1) That the representatives from the agencies be thanked for their attendance at the 

meeting and their informative presentations.   
 
(2) That Cabinet be recommended to retain the current status quo regarding voluntary 

community and faith sector commissioning grant funding for 2018/19.   
 
(3) That the Overview and Scrutiny Committee look at the voluntary community and faith 

sector commissioning framework and other issues raised and report back to Cabinet 
within the next financial year.   

 
(4) That Members of the Budget and Performance Panel be invited to Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee meetings when the voluntary community and faith sector 
commissioning framework is being considered.   

 


